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wealth Visiting Forces so as to bring it into line with the Agreement.
Accordingly, the Visiting Forces Act, 1952, which repeals the Allied
Forces Act and the United States of America (Visiting Forces) Act
and the relevant part of the Visiting Forces (British Commonwealth)
Act now provides a comprehensive statement of the law applicable
to Visiting Forces both from all the States which are parties to the
North Atlantic Treaty and from the principal States of the Com-
monwealth; the Act can be extended to other countries by Order in
Council. As a result of this repeal the service courts of the United
States no longer have an exclusive criminal jurisdiction over their
armed forces while in the United Kingdom.
The principal provisions of the Act of 1952 may be summarised as
follows:—1
 (1)	The service courts and authorities of Visiting Forces may exer-
cise in the United Kingdom all the jurisdiction which is given to
them by the law of their own country over all persons (including
members of a civilian component) who may be subject to the law of
that country governing their armed forces; the death penalty may not,
however, be carried out in the United Kingdom unless under United
Kingdom law the sentence of death could have been passed in similar
cases.
 (2)	This jurisdiction is not exclusive of that of the criminal courts
in the United Kingdom, but a member of a Visiting Force will not be
liable to be tried for a criminal offence by a United Kindgom court if—

 (a)	the alleged offence arises out of and in the course of duty: or
 (b)	the alleged offence is one against the person of a member of
the same or another Visiting Force; or
 (c)	the alleged offence is committed against the property of the
Visiting Force or of a member thereof.
"An offence against the person" includes murder, manslaughter
and all the more serious offences involving personal injury under the
criminal law of England and of Scotland. It is only in the above
cases that the jurisdiction of the criminal courts of the United King-
dom is excluded, unless the appropriate authority of the Visiting
Force waives the jurisdiction. Thus a visiting soldier or airman will
be tried for an offence against the Road Traffic Acts in the ordinary
magistrates' courts or by a judge and jury.
 3.	A member of a Visiting Force who has been tried by his own
service court cannot be put on trial in a United Kingdom court for
the same offence.
 4.	From civil liability there is no immunity apart from the im-
munity afforded to a foreign State or its property by United Kingdom
1 These provisions came into operation in 1954.

